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City Council
February Meeting Highlights

Guests: Mayor Parker introduced Brett
Nelson and Brant Dallas of NRCS. Brett
stated that contractors had been invited to
come out to look at the riverbank and levee
repair project site with him on this visit, but
none showed up. Bids on the project will be
opened on March 17, Notice to Proceed will
go out on April 15, and the project is
expected to be completed by July 1, 2006.

Mayor Parker recognized the memory of
Richard Strick Jr. for his contributions to the
City and the community. When completed,
the renovated Boat Launch will be named in
his honor.

Resolution 06-12 — Support of Interior
Rivers RC&D Council request for
ARDOR designation. To adopt Resolution
06-12 in support of Interior Rivers RC&D
Council’s ARDOR designation application.
Vote: Yes 5 of 5 present

Old Schoolhouse — R-O-W temporary
lease possibilities To table until the next
meeting.

Vote: Yes 5 of 5 present

City of McGrath — whether to compete
with private enterprise To table until the
next meeting.

Vote: Yes 5 of 5 present

Employee Handbook update — Sec. 703,
Progressive Discipline To approve
revision of paragraph 4, Section 703 of the
Employee Handbook to read, ”...a third
offense may lead to suspension without pay.”
The last sentence of the paragraph,
beginning, “If more than 3 months have
passed since the last disciplinary action...,”
is deleted

Vote: Yes 4 of 4 present

DEC - EPA proposal to lower clean air
standards To write DEC/EPA urging not
lowering of standards for dust pollution
before April 17.

Vote: Yes 4 of 4 present

McGrath City News

Richard C. Strick, Jr.

As the community mourns the loss of Rich Strick, the city staff
has been reflecting on the service Rich gave the community
through his many years of employment in the Public Works Dept.
and by always being one of the first people to respond whenever
the city had an emergency or challenging situation. He is greatly
missed.

The City Council and staff extends heartfelt condolences to his
parents City Council member Richard C. Strick, Sr. and McGrath
Native Village Council First Chief Sharon Gurtler Strick, the love
of Rich’s life Judy Vanderpool and daughters Veronica, Tamara
and Richelle, brothers Steffen and Frederick “Fritz” and sister
Sharon Diane Strick and their families.

At the February City Council meeting, it was officially announced

that upon completion, the Boat Launch will be dedicated and a
sign designating it as the

Richard C. Strick, Jr. Memorial Boat Launch
Gateway to Beyondo

Photo credit: TR Baumgartner ~ Bear Creek cabin, March 2005
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Planning Commission
Wed. March 8"
7:00pm (Postponed)

Public Safety Comm.
Thursday March 9™
5:00pm (Postponed)

Public Works Comm.
Tuesday March 14™
5:00pm

Volunteer Fire Dept.
Wed. March 15™
7:00pm

KVRS Business Meeting
Thursday March 16"
7:00 pm

KVRS Training
Sat. March 18™
10:00am

Administration & Finance
Comm.

Monday March 20™

12 noon

City Council Meeting

Tuesday March 28™
7:00pm

a3

Breakfast Club
To be Announced

34™ Running
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race 2006
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McGrath is gearing up for the first teams to
arrive. The Iditarod Air Force has been
flying for many days, distributing straw,
dogfood and gear to the checkpoints
surrounding McGrath. The row of planes
tied along the taxiway and the busy
activity at the Iditarod Trail Café exhibits
the dedication of the volunteer pilots and
communications & logistics people who
make the Café their headquarters.

The Cap’n Snow Center checkpoint setup
initially started when sponsor GCI began
setting up their communications
headquarters with the installation of a
direct satellite dish for Internet service
mid-February. City staff prepared
designated areas of the building and
grounds this past week. Volunteers
showed up as scheduled on March 4"
when Checkpoint coordinator Mark Cox
assigned a good-sized group of volunteers
to the many indoor and outdoor tasks
needing to be completed.

Sleeping areas for dogs and drivers were
prepared, straw and dog food was
organized, kitchen setup began, and the
ramps up and down the bank from the river
were hand-groomed with shovels.

By Tuesday evening, the Checkpoint will
be humming with busy Volunteers, family
& friends and visitors awaiting the arrival
of “their” team. Hot meals will be provided
to the driver no matter what time they
arrive. Whether taking their 24 hour
layover or a well-deserved rest, the
McGrath checkpoint offers hot showers, a
quiet and warm place to sleep, vet care,

Continued from previous column ~

health clinic, pay phone, hot water on tap
for preparing food for the dogs and a
comfortable place to hang out and visit
with their fellow drivers and followers.

Look both ways!
No, this didn’t happen in McGrath, but
there have been some extremely close
calls reported recently. The people riding
the snowmachines weren’t even aware
that they were almost hit, because they
were still unaware of being missed by
inches. Please, look both ways before
pulling out onto another road.

oS

VPSO Parker reported to the City
Council that 8 cases this month are
unlicensed juveniles driving without a
license and speeding snowmachines on
McGrath’s roads. Magistrate Dave
Woodmancy will hold District Court at
the school this month, which will also
serve as an educative process.

Idita’not’know

Over one fifth of the 83 racers
participating in Iditarod 2006
are women . Sixteen to be exact.

Three of this year’s racers have
already won over
% Million Dollars!

In addition...
Six racers have also won over
% Million Dollars!

http://www.iditarod.com/
http://www.adn.com/iditarod/




